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Lake Toxaway United Methodist Church 

Community Worship Service 

First Sunday of Advent, November 28th 

 

9:30 A.M. Livestream is available on the LTUMC YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg  

RINGING OF THE BELL – Please observe silence as we prepare for the service. 

PRELUDE 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten     Charles Callahan 

GREETING  

People of faith, prepare for the coming reign of Christ!   

As we gather to pray and sing and listen, 

a spirit of anticipation and hope fills us. 

The days are surely coming, says Our God, 

when justice and righteousness will prevail. 

May our worship illuminate our hearts and minds, 

freeing us to respond joyfully 

to God’s call in the days to come. 

HYMN #211 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel  (Stanzas 1-4) 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Reader One: We have endured these past few years and know that there is more to 
face before us. We don’t know if we have the strength to withstand what might be 
around the next corner. And we wonder who will stand with us, who will have our back, 
who will occupy our corner. 
Reader Two: Who is with us? That is what we begin to wonder these days. Who will 

light our way and chart our course? Who is on our side, who will welcome us home 
again? 

Reader One: Home. The prophet Jeremiah speaks of a branch that will be raised. 

Jesus spoke of a Son of Man that will descend. Both point to a hope. A hope that calls 
us home. Our true home, where we’re welcomed and loved and included. Where there 
is justice and equality and peace. It’s time, this Advent season, time to go home. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg
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Reader Two: We light this candle, as a sign of our hope, our strong hope that there is 

a way to go home. To the home in Christ, and it starts with us, and it starts here, and it 
starts now. It’s time to go home. 
 
Light the first candle on the Advent wreath. 

OPENING PRAYER (Please be seated) 

Holy Source of life and hope, 
as we come together this day, 
open our ears to hear, 
open our eyes to see, 
and open our hearts to love, 
that we may come to know your ways 
and follow your paths. 
Help us grow in love for one another, 
and for all creation, 
as we prepare for the coming of the one 
who calls us to turn from our false gods 
to you, Holy One, 
the true source of our salvation. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

33:14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

33:15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
33:16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 

the name by which it will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 

Psalm 25:1-10 (Please read responsively the bold text) 
25:1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

25:2 O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let 
my enemies exult over me. 

25:3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who 

are wantonly treacherous. 
25:4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 
25:5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for 

you I wait all day long. 
25:6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for 

they have been from of old. 

25:7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to 
your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness' sake, O LORD! 
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25:8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore, he instructs sinners in the 
way. 

25:9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
25:10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for 

those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
3:9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 

before our God because of you? 

3:10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

3:11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. 

3:12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 

for all, just as we abound in love for you. 
3:13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Luke 21:25-36 (Please stand for the Gospel) 
21:25 "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 

21:2 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

21:27 Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great 

glory. 
21:28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near." 

21:29 Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 
21:30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 

summer is already near. 

21:31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 
of God is near. 

21:32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. 

21:33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

21:34 "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 

21:35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 

21:36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all 
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

L: This is the word of the Lord for the people of Christ. 

P: Thanks be to God.  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
(Let us offer our silent confessions.) 

It is so easy for us, Lord, to let the anger, frustration, and fear overshadow 
our lives. We can't seem to escape it. We try to find some way to cover it up, 
but it remains. And in our anxiety, we act out our fear in ways which are not 
helpful and, far too often, go against the ways you have taught us to live. We 
feel the pressure to give, and resentment in giving. We feel the push to be 
present at every upcoming event, and want to run and hide. Help us, Lord. 
Heal our wounded spirits. Free us again to look to you for Hope. Let us see 
the many ways in which you are present to us...... guiding, healing, loving, 
encouraging us. Forgive us for our fears and our stubbornness. Bring us 
again to your light, for we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

"The days are coming", says the prophet Isaiah, "when all God's promises will be 
fulfilled." These promises of hope, peace, joy, and love are for you. Receive the hope 
that God offers to you today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

HOMILY 

STATEMENT OF FAITH #882 (The Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Version) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI (UMH #70) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 
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HYMN #203 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

OFFERING 

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches 

OFFERTORY  

Come, Emmanuel         Kenneth T. Kosche 
DOXOLOGY 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Holy God of new beginnings, as we share our tithes and offerings with you, 

we are filled with hope. We enter the season of Advent with expectation; we 

have left behind us a time of fear, isolation, and uncertainty; and we raise 

our heads because we know our redemption is coming near. May our gifts be 

dedicated to help heal the brokenness of our world and to welcome our 

Messiah into the world once again. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN #213 
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (printed w/permission) 
 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
 

Prepare the Royal Highway    John A. Behnke  

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Administrative Council Meeting 

The next Administrative Council meeting will be Friday, December 10th at 9:00 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Tom Blackstock with questions 

LTUMC App for your Smart Phone 

The LTUMC app is available to download it from either the App Store or the Play Store. Search 
for "Lake Toxaway UMC". The app is for everyone. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Please pray for Jack Jeter, Renee Alexander, Keith and Jackie Skivington, John & 
Sue Thomas, Donna Parker, Chad & Anne Zimmerman, Marty Young, Cathie Fussell’s 
brother, Lonnie Taylor and nephew, Jeff Tilley, Judy Lefler’s friend Barbara Cline-
Sanibel, Bobbi Moore’s sister, Nancy Schubert, Houston Hudson, Marcus’ brother-in-
law and Frank Hardin. 

Please pray for those having or had surgery for recovery, those who have had the 
death of a loved one recently. 

Please pray for our student scholars who are studying for finals. 

STAFF & LAY VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor:  Marcus Dodson: 828-553-0282, marcus61dodson@gmail.com 
Organist:  Charlie Steele: cwsorgan@comporium.net  
Church Administrator: Saunders Grommesh, 469-569-2314, administrator@laketoxawayumc.org 
Lay Leaders:  Barbara Kline: 828-862-5585 and Paula Markert: 828-553-9434 

Audio/Visual for Livestream Chair: Andy Harvill 
Liturgists: Bobbi & Stan Moore  

mailto:marcus61dodson@gmail.com
mailto:cwsorgan@comporium.net
mailto:administrator@laketoxawayumc.org
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